
What You Can DoWhat You Can Do  
  

Speak out on behalf of our wild horses and Speak out on behalf of our wild horses and 
burros, living symbols of our heritage!burros, living symbols of our heritage!  

 
Write, call or email to: 

 

Dirk Kempthorne, Secretary of the Interior  
Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C St. NW  

Washington, DC 20240 
 

Congress (locate Congressional representatives at 
www.senate.gov or www.house.gov  

or call 202-224-3121) 
 

James Caswell, Director, Bureau of Land 
Management, 1849 C St NW  
Room/Mail Stop 5655MIB  
Washington, DC 20240 

 

Send letters to the editor of local papers about the 
plight of America’s wild horses and burros 

 

Send news tips to television stations to cover the issue 
 

Adopt a mustang from Front Range Equine Rescue 
(all are gentled) 

 

Educate others about the plight of the horses and 
burros 

 
To DonateTo Donate  

  

Yes, I want to donate to Yes, I want to donate to   
FRER’s ‘Save The Wild Horses’ campaign.  FRER’s ‘Save The Wild Horses’ campaign.  

My tax deductible donation is enclosed.My tax deductible donation is enclosed.  
  

Your contribution is deeply appreciated.  You can 
donate or purchase merchandise via our website, or 

make your check or money order payable to:  
 

Front Range Equine Rescue  
 

P.O. Box 307 
Larkspur, CO 80118 

 
Name:  
 
Address:  
 
 
 
Phone: 
 
Email:  

ssavingaving  
aamericamerica’’ss  

wwild ild 
hhorsesorses  

To stand by and do nothing ....  
                 makes us sharers in the guilt. 

America's wild horses America's wild horses   
need our help!need our help! 

The Myths The Myths (continued)(continued)  
  

free HMAs were empty, with pipes and pumps dis-
connected.  On these fenced-off HMAs, dead horses   
were located; one horse was trapped by a fence that 
kept him from a water source.  Wild horses have been 
left to literally drop dead next to well-managed cattle 
on opposite sides of public land fencing.   
 

Wild horses destroy the natural ecosystem. 
 

The droppings of wild horses contain many of the 
undigested seeds of native plants.  Their hooves are 
ideally shaped to gently press the seeds back into the 
soil.  Therefore, they contribute to replanting and 
fertilizing the ecosystem in which they - and other 
animals - live.  Cattle pollute water sources; wild 
horses do not pollute water sources. 
 

Wild horses are inbred. 
 

Due to aggressive roundups, many wild horse herds 
are no longer genetically viable.  They are too small 
to avoid inbreeding, which leads to physical and men-
tal deformities.  When a  population is too small, it 
is a result of human interference and mismanage-
ment.  When left alone, nature ensures there will be 
no inbreeding; band stallions drive out their sons, as 
one way to prevent inbreeding. 
 

There isn’t enough land to sustain the horses. 
 

262 million acres are available to the wild horses and 
burros.  The BLM has been reducing the designated 
herd management areas, for years, to crowd out the 
horses and justify continued roundups.  Thousands of 
acres have been fenced off, eliminated, or even turned 
over to other agencies for management.  For example, 
in the late 1980s more than 400,000 acres were trans-
ferred by the BLM to the U.S. Forest Service in the 
Spring Mountain Complex area.  This included the 
majority of water sources.  The Forest Service then 
took close to 100,000 of the ‘best’ acres and removed 
them from use by wild horses and burros. 

Front Range Equine RescueFront Range Equine Rescue  
A 501(c)(3) nonprofit dedicated to  

ending the abuse of horses. 
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Larkspur, CO 80118 
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sending loads of mustangs to Mexico or Canada for 
slaughter. 
 
RoundupsRoundups  
 

To this day, roundups continue at an alarming rate.   
It is the policy of the current administration to con-
tinue the elimination of wild horses and burros from 
our public lands.  One tactic used is to reduce herd 
numbers to below genetic viability, then (1) claim the 
need for removal because the herd would become in-
bred, and (2) with so few in the herd, it is not sound 
management for the BLM to maintain the herd.     
Constant pressure to remove wild horses from their 
legal herd management areas (HMAs) continues to be 
exerted by powerful special interests such as the cattle 
industry, oil and gas development, land use permittees 
and big game hunting. 
 

In 2007, more than 7,000 wild horses and burros were 
removed from public lands at taxpayers’ expense (more 
than $15 million).  The BLM now plans to further 
decimate Nevada herds by eliminating 1.7 million 
acres of designated herd management areas. 
 

Despite public protest and numerous legal filings, 
those in charge of the BLM continue to destroy 
America’s wild horse herds, even though their printed 
materials promote them as “living symbols of our 
great American spirit.”  Some wild horse and burro 
herds fall under the jurisdiction of the U.S. Fish & 
Wildlife Service, the U.S. Park Service, and Depart-
ment of Agriculture.  These unfortunate animals and 
estrays (those straying off of public lands) do not 
receive protection under the 1971 Act.  
 
The MythsThe Myths  
 

Wild horses are starving and must be removed. 
 

Wild horses have evolved over a long period of time 
to adapt to their environment.  Fossil remains show 
that they are a reintroduced native species.  They are 
known for their hardiness and, in winter, other ani-
mal species often follow wild horse herds to hidden 
water sources.  Wild horses eat a variety of plant spe-
cies and travel widely for forage.  Advocates who 
monitor many herds would be the first to raise a ‘red 
flag’ if horses were starving.  
 

There isn’t enough water for the horses. 
 

Evaluations by advocates have shown that HMAs 
without cattle were often without water; those with 
cattle had plenty.  Water tanks and troughs on cattle- 

Burros Act was passed, less than 1-percent of the ori-
ginal two million wild horses remained.  By 2007, 
there were barely 28,000 wild horses living free in 
eight Western states. 
 

There are more wild horses held in captivity (more 
than 30,000) than those left free on the open 
range.  Meanwhile, approximately 4 million cattle 
and thousands of sheep graze on our public lands at 
nominal fees (fees were reduced in 2007 from $1.56 per 
cow/calf pair per acre, to $1.35).  Meanwhile, a mare 
and foal are counted as two animal units by the BLM, 
the agency in charge of managing wild horse and 
burro herds on our public lands. 
 
The Wild FreeThe Wild Free--Roaming Horses and Burros Roaming Horses and Burros 
Act of 1971 (Public Law 92Act of 1971 (Public Law 92--195):195):  
 

Thanks to the tireless efforts of Wild Horse Annie 
and many other wild horse advocates, this historic law 
(in part) reads:  “To require the protection, manage-
ment and control of wild free-roaming horses and 
burros on public lands.  Be it enacted by the Senate 
and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled.  That Congress finds 
and declares that wild free-roaming horses and burros 
are living symbols of the historic and pioneer spirit of 
the west; that they contribute to the diversity of life 
forms within the nation and enrich the lives of the 
American people; and that these horses and burros are 
fast disappearing from the American scene.  It is the 
policy of Congress that wild free-roaming horses and 
burros shall be protected from capture, branding, 
harassment, or death; and to accomplish this they are 
to be considered in the area where presently found, as 
an integral part of the natural system of the public 
lands.” 
 

In late 2004, the 1971 Act was undermined by the ac-
tions of former Senator Conrad Burns (R-MT).    
Without any public comments or hearings, he insert-
ed an amendment into the FY2005 Appropriations 
Bill.  His amendment allowed for the sale of wild 
horses and burros over the age of 10 and those put up 
for adoption three times but not placed, to be sold, 
including for commercial purposes such as slaughter.   

As mustangs began shipping to U.S slaughterhouses, 
the BLM temporarily halted the sale of wild horses to 
amend their sales contract.  Purchasers now sign that 
they do not ‘intend’ to sell the horses (or burros) for 
slaughter.  The BLM also contacted the three slaught-
erhouses to watch for any deliveries of mustangs.  
However, kill buyers easily bypassed the BLM by        

BackgroundBackground  
  

At the turn of the century, approximately 2 million 
wild horses roamed freely.  By the 1950s, it was disco-
vered that, for decades, hundreds of thousands of wild 
horses and burros had been shot or rounded up; many 
were slaughtered for pet food.  More than 30 million 
pounds of wild horsemeat were processed into food 
for dogs, cats and chickens during the 1930s alone.  By 
the end of the 1950s, wild horse numbers had dwindled 
to approximately 25,000. 
 

At that time, it was perfectly legal to round up and 
send the horses to slaughter.  Hunters, called ‘mus-
tangers’, were licensed by the Bureau of Land Man-
agement (BLM) in order to rid the ranges of mus-
tangs.  The horses were captured for slaughter, poi-
soned or gunned down as they were hunted by plane or 
truck.  Not one law existed to protect them. 
 

The most popular method used to capture the horses 
involved rounding them up, using airplanes to drive 
them at breakneck speeds into flatlands or dry lake-
beds.  The mustangers would then chase the horses in 
fast-moving trucks; some horses were inflicted with 
bullet wounds to make them run faster.  The exhaust-
ed horses, already run for 15-20 miles, had little 
chance against their assailants, whose job it was to 
rope them.  Once roped, a heavy truck tire at the 
rope’s end was thrown out of the back of the truck. 
The exhausted and frantic horse, with heaving sides 
and blood pouring from its nostrils, usually fell over. 
Mustangers then tied the horse’s legs, attached a line 
to the hind legs, and pulled the horse into a truck bed. 
Ropes were removed; the horse was then prodded to 
its feet.  Many horses were trampled; others that were 
too injured to load were left to die.  Foals were often 
abandoned and starved to death, or became easy targets 
for predators. 
 

In 1950, a Nevada woman named Velma Johnston saw 
blood dripping from a truck she was driving behind. 
She followed it to a slaughterhouse and saw firsthand 
the horror the mustangs were experiencing.  Later 
nicknamed ‘Wild Horse Annie’, she set out to change 
the way wild horses (and burros) were treated.  It was 
often an uphill battle, but in 1959 the Wild Horse 
Annie Act was passed to stop the hunting of wild 
horses from airplanes.  The next step was to engage 
the American public in a massive letter-writing camp-
aign to set up protections for wild horses and burros. 
 

By the time the 1971 Wild Free-Roaming Horses and  



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


